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Announcer: 
| Tonight your Town Meeting 
»tiginates for the second succes- 
live year from the Beth Tfiloh 
jynagogue on Garrison Boulevard 
n Baltimore. The program is a 
feature of the Beth Tfiloh Forum 
feries, which for the past seven 
ears has brought outstanding 
eakers and events to Baltimore 
§§ a community service. We salute 
he Beth Tfiloh Forum Committee 
br its civic initiative in bring- 
fag informative and thought-pro- 
king discussions to its members, 
nd for contributing so much to 
better understanding of today’s 
witical problems. 

Town Meeting is always happy 
3 coOperate with local forum 
«oups throughout the country, 
mad we are planning many broad- 
ests in connection with com- 
nity discussions and lecture or- 
anizations during the coming 
@er. For information about tour 
iiginations, write to Town Meet- 
g, New York 36, New York. 
| Now to preside over our dis- 
assion, here is your moderator, 
e founder of America’s Town 
leeting, George V. Denny, Jr. 


oderator Denny: 


Good evening, neighbors. We’re 
lighted to be back with our 
ends of the Beth Tfiloh Con- 
‘egation Forum here in Baltimore 
d know that you will keep our 
‘cellent speakers on their mettle 
mting the question period tonight. 
‘An old Greek proverb reads, 
Che strength of a city is in the 
«tue of its citizens.” Well, the 
weeks knew and you and I know 
day that corruption and public 
athy are more dangerous to the 
bility of government than 
iitors and conspirators. We can 
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execute, banish, or imprison the 
latter, but the former are diseases 
of the blood stream that weaken 
and destroy the body politic. 

We therefore call to our plat- 
form two of our ablest political 
doctors, representing our two 
major political parties, to consult 
with us tonight on this question: 
Senator Paul H. Douglas, Demo- 
crat of Illinois, member of the 
Senate Banking and Currency Com- 
mittee and Labor and Public Wel- 
fare Committees; and Senator Alex- 
ander Wiley, Republican of Wis- 
consin, former Chairman of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee and 
now its ranking minority mem- 
ber, who also served as a member 
of the Kefauver Committee in- 
vestigating organized crime in this 
country. 

We'll hear first from the Sen- 
ator from Illinois, Senator Paul 
H. Douglas. 


Senator Douglas: 


Mr. Denny, Senator Wiley, and 
friends, the country has been 
shocked in this last year by the 
revelations that important admin- 
istrative officials have put them- 
selves under obligation to private 
persons dealing with the Govern- 
ment by accepting from them 
valuable gifts ranging up to na- 
tural royal pastel mink coats, 
and also accepting expensive en- 
tertainment which has included 
free airplane trips, trips to the 
Kentucky Derby, and sojourns in 
luxury hotels in Miami and New 
York. 

The country has not liked the 
way in which men in government 
have frequently given valuable pri- 
vileges to corporations and have 
then resigned to accept high-paid 
positions in these same com- 


panies. The public has been 
shocked at the spectacle of many 
men using their official positions 
to get more business for their 
private ventures. 


There has been solid ground 
for suspicion that in all too many 
cases improper loans have been 
granted by the R.F.C., improper 
tax favors given to those with in- 
fluence by the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue, and the procurement 
officials in the Armed Services have 
been unpardonably lax in award- 
ing contracts and making  pur- 
chases. 

Thus far, not many cases, if any, 
of open bribery have been re- 
vealed. Apparently open bribery, 
which was practiced in the Tea- 
pot Dome and Elk, IIL, cases has 
become somewhat passé. What 
happens instead is frequently for 
men in office to accept gifts and 
favors from those doing business 
with government and then to do 
favors for them at the public ex- 
pense in return and to claim that 
these acts have no relationship to 
each other and are disassociated. 


May the clean-up which has 
started continue with the codpera- 
tion of both parties. The guilty 
should be exposed and dropped 
from office, and those who have 
enticed or corrupted them should 
be deprived of rights and _ privi- 
leges, such as contracts, and so 
forth, which they now possess. 
All this is necessary, but I do 
not think that we will effect any 
very great permanent improve- 
ment unless we also take the fol- 
lowing three steps. 

First, in my judgment we should 
pass and enforce a Code of Ethical 
Proprieties, something less than 
a criminal sentence, under which 
a public official who accepts valu- 
able gifts and expensive enter- 
tainment from a person with whom 


he directly or indirectly deals ; 
a public servant would be di 
missed from office, and also : 
that the privileges of the e 
trapper or seducer he revoked 
the same time. 


Under this same heading of 
Code of Ethical Proprieties, v¥ 
should forbid an official fro 
using his office to filter his priva 
business, while officials who ha 
come into government from pt 
vate concerns, and there are tho 
sands of such now, should di 
qualify themselves for at least tv 
years from passing on cases i 
volving their former employers. 


ahe second step which, in n 
judgment, we should adopt w 
suggested from the floor in t 
question period preceding th 
forum. I believe we should ins 
tute and place into effect son 
limit on the total amounts whi 
can be spent for a candidate or 
party and to have these costs mo 
democratically shared. 


Elections now are costing ef 
ormous amounts of money, at 
that amount is increasing with dl 
advent of television. This mak 
candidates and parties depende 
upon big contributors for func 
Most of these big contribute 
want favors at the public’s e 
pense after an election, so the pu 
lic now pays ten times over f 
the financing of our political cat 
paigns. In my judgment, we shou 
place a limit upon total amour 
spent, uot merely by a candidz 
or by a party, but for a candida 
and for a party, and thus rea 
the Independent committees whi 
now handle most of the funds. 

We should all take serious 
the necessity of financing in 
vidually the candidates and parti 
of our choice, and I think t 
radio and television compani 
should as a matter a public cc 


enience make more time avail- 
le either at no cost at all or at 
jominal costs. 

| A third reform which we should 
Astitute is to require all Sen- 
(tors, congressmen, and _policy- 
aaking government officials who 
eceived $10,000 a year or above 
b> file an annual statement of 
heir total income and its sources. 
his would be a deterrent against 
veongdoing, because there is 
othing as disinfecting as sun- 
ght. 

| I think it would also reassure 
he public since I am confident 
hat there is less dishonesty in 
wiblic life than people now be- 
deve. (Applause) 


Aicderator Denny: 


Senator Douglas, I should say 
t this point that Town Meeting 
as asked the presidential candi- 
lates to appear on its program 
ver since it was founded in 1935, 
wid we've offered them free time, 
md expect to continue to do it, 
f they will just get on the same 
rogram the same night over the 
ame network and discuss similar 
ssues and answer questions from 
he American people. It will cost 
hem nothing. 

Now, Senator Douglas, we thank 
ou and we want to hear now 
rom Senator Alexander Wiley, 

Republican of Wisconsin. 


enator Wiley: 

Mr. Denny, and friends of Balti- 
10re. There was a question asked, 
nd I want to answer it. By sin 
nd sinners, we mean, of course, 
he evils that have been cited, 
ut also other things: One, gang- 
terism; two, corrupt big-city 
olitical machines; three, we refer 
>) improper influence by anyone 
Y government—legislative, admin- 
trative, judicial. 


Now this over-all problem really 


boils down to three questions. 
How do you get the wrong type 
out of government? Two, how 
do you get the right type of man 
into government? Three, how to 
keep the right type of man right 
and good while he is in govern- 
ment? To do this requires both 
general and specific means. By 
general means, I refer to a change 
in people’s attitude toward gov- 
ernment office. By specific means, 
I refer to various specific wea- 
pons. 


Now, first of all, there must be 
a recognition by all citizens, as 
was mentioned here tonight, that 
public office is a public trust and 
not an opportunity for personal 
gain or graft. 


Second, they must _ recognize 
that the power to appoint other 
individuals to government, the 
power to appoint, like the gov- 
ernor here, is a public trust. No 
one must be appointed to any 
post in government unless his or 
her background as to character, in- 
tegrity, ability, and devotion to 
public service has been  thor- 
oughly satisfied. 

Third, let there be a realization 
in our consciousness of the old 
Mosaic Command, ‘Thou Shalt 
Not Steal.’”’ Let us realize more- 
over that it’s a function, also a 
correlative function, “Thou Shalt 
not allow others to steal,” whether 
they be in government employ or 
private connection. 

Fourth, every private citizen 
must recognize that it is as wrong 
to offer a bribe or to seek to 
purchase influence as it is for a 
public official to accept a bribe or 
to sell influence. 

Now as Senator Douglas has 
said, there must be a moral re- 
birth on the part of every Ameri- 
can. That calls for combined ac- 
tion by the home, by the church, 


by the school. Abe Lincoln said, 
“Beware of the menace within.” 

Now as to specific means: first, 
I believe that the disease of cor- 
ruption must be coped with by 
tightening and really enforcing 
the penalty procedures against 
wrong-doers—enforcing them. To- 
night you were asked whose job 
was it, and by and large the 
majority of you said it’s the 
job of the party in power, of 
course. 

Two, another specific weapon 
is to Overcome partisan opposition 
and to re-establish the Senate 
Crime Investigating Committee as 
a subcommittee of the Senate Com- 
merce Committee. 

Three, the corrupting big-city 
political machines with their gang- 
land allies must be smashed at the 
gang roots by an aroused citizenry. 
You can’t pass the buck to Wash- 
ington—it’s up to you people. 

Four, decent pay for public em- 
ployees. 

Five, merit appointments 
through Civil Service rather than 
political patronage for key posi- 
tions. 

Six, The American Press should 
redouble its great efforts to ex- 
pose crime and corruption. 

Seven, the American pulpit must 
further arouse its flocks to the re- 
sponsibilities of citizenship. We 
want to keep America. To sum 
up, what is basically needed is not 
so much mere mechanical devices 
or more laws or more organiza- 
tions. What is needed is a re- 
dedication on the part of every 
American to the highest concept 
of public service and loyalty to 
his country. Thank you. (Ap- 
plause ) 

Moderator Denny: 

Thank you, Senator Wiley. As 
you see, both senators tonight are 
against sin and against sinners, 
if they are not Democrats or Re- 


publicans. Gentlemen, is this go 
ing to be a love feast, or do yo 


have some questions for eack 
other? Senator Douglas, do you 
have any comments on Senato: 


Wiley’s speech? Do you want t 
ask him a question? 

Senator Douglas: Well, I can’ 
disagree with the very ethical pre 
cepts that Senator Wiley lai 
down. I would like to ask hin 
whether he thinks we should pu 
a limit upon total amounts spen 
in campaigns, and whether ther 
is some way of getting the cost 
more democratically shared? 

Senator Wiiey: Well, of cours 
we have put limits—we have go 
limits, but we don’t enforce them 
so the problem is one of enforce 
ment. 

Senator Douglas: Well, we hav 
a limit saying that a candidate fo 
the United States Senate canno 
spend more than $25,000, but ther 
is no limit placed on the amount 
which Independent committees cat 
spend for their candidate; and i 
a recent election in Ohio, one o 
the candidates admitted that hi 
Independent committees spen 
$612,000. It’s quite possible tha 
he didn’t get the entire count o 
all the Independent committees. 

Now what I’m saying is, shoul 
we not get a maximum limit o 
the total amounts which should b 
spent for a candidate or for 
party and not merely officially b 
that candidate or by that party 
That will require total reportin 
by everyone. 

Senator Wiley: I’m very happ 
to comment on that. In my ow 
state last fall, all I could persor 
ally spend was $5,000—that’s fixe 
by law—and that’s what I spen 
Citizens did get together, as ' 
understand, subsequently and sper 
some $20-odd thousand. Ths 
wouldn’t even be one penny stam 


xr the people or the electorate 
my state. When you talk about 
noney that is spent, you must go 
leeper than that. You must ascer- 
jain what it’s spent for. You must 
jee whether there is any crimin- 
logy in it. 

In Ohio, there are probably 
ight, nine, million people. Six 
sundred thousand dollars spent 
publicity is a drop in the 
ucket. I’m personally not in 
yor of doing anything that would 
wave a tendency to corrupt the 
roter but I am not in favor of cur- 
hiling the honest man from exer- 
ising his judgment or even spend- 
ng his money to get what he 
inks is the right candidate into 
“fice. Otherwise great organiza- 
dons can send out people and 
ntilize their efforts so that you 
will have no money spent, but they 
ain control by their activity the 
tion of the electorate. 


Mr. Denny: Thank you, Senator 
“iley. Senator Douglas wants to 
mment on that. 


Senator Douglas: Well, I wasn’t 
aying that any money was im- 
woperly spent in Ohio. You could 
ertainly spend $612,000 or pos- 
ibly a million dollars perfectly 
1\onestly without buying any votes. 
What I am trying to point out is 
hat when elections cost this enor- 
10us amount of money, candidates 
ave to get the money from some- 
yhere. 

The average run of the voters 
vill not contribute any such 
mount as that. The money has 
» be raised from the big-money 
oys and from the big contributors, 
nd generally after election they 
ome around and want favors and 
gislation in return; and if we’re 
oing to free our Senators, our 
mngressmen, our elected officials 
1 our parties from the big con- 
ibutors, we’ve got to get some 


way of limiting the total amount 
and having that amount more 
evenly shared. (Applause) 


Senator Wiley: I want to call 
the Senator’s attention to the fact 
that there is already a Imit on 
what a man can contribute —a 
federal limit of $5,000 as a I under- 
stand it. I’m in favor of cutting 
that, if necessary. I’m in favor of 
doing what one of the gentlemen 
said out here today, and that is 
to get the individual citizens so 
interested in his government that 
he'll fight for the principles that 
he stands for and even pay a dollar 
into his party so that it will have 
funds to do the necessary work 
in a campaign. (Applause) 


Senator Douglas: Well, that 
$5,000 limit is perfectly ineffec- 
tive because it’s a $5,000 limit to 
any one committee. You can give 
$5,000 to the candidate, $5,000 
to the campaign committee, 
$5,000 to the women’s com- 
mittee, $5,000 to the labor com- 
mittee, $5,000 to the farmer’s 
committee, $5,000 to Czecho- 
Slovak Committee, $5,000 to this, 
$5,000 to that, and it still operates. 
What I want is a global total—a 
limit on the total amounts. 


Mr. Denny: All right, thank you. 
Now, gentlemen, we have your 
opinion on that. Senator Wiley, 
have you a question for Senator 
Douglas, or shall we start with the 
question period? 


Senator Wiley: Well, TIl just 
comment that as far as I’m per- 
sonally concerned, I think we'll 
find that most of the ambassadors 
that have been appointed recently 
of late have given those $5,000 
in big bunches to the Democratic 
Campaign Committee. 

Here’s the question. Should the 
government employees, Senator 
Douglas, be required to sever all 


outside business employment of 
business interests? 


Senator Douglas: Well, I think 
as a general rule, yes, because if 
he’s carrying on private business 
on the side, there is always the 
temptation that he will use his 
public office to further his private 
business. 

Now the great difficulty with 
this consists, as Senator Wiley well 
knows, of the legal profession, and 
the legal profession can get legal 
graft and not be caught at it more 
than any other group than I 
know, because they can receive 
fees for other services, ostensibly 
for other services, but in reality 
there will be a wink passed that 
it’s in return for favors which 
these lawyers give as public servy- 
ants. That’s the way the money 
can be passed legally and no lawyer 
put in jail. 

Mr. Denny: All right. Any other 
questions, Senator Wiley? We have 
with us here on the platform to- 
night, and he’s been referred to 
before, the very genial Republican 
of the Free State of Maryland, the 
Honorable Theodore Roosevelt Mc- 
Keldin, and I'm going to ask him 
to start the question period. 


Governor McKeldin: Thank you 
very much. I appreciate that ap- 
plause, particularly because we 
didn’t have the fellows up here 
to hoop it up as they did for the 
other. 

I’m thoroughly delighted to be 
here. I am certainly happy to 
welcome Senator Wiley and Sen- 
ator Paul Douglas, two great 
American statesmen, men who are 
held high in the hearts of the 
people here in the State of Mary- 
land. These are the type of men 
we like to see come to Maryland 
and this is the type that we can 
follow. Splendid men. 


he said about one committee giv-»" 
ing five, another committee giving) 
another five. We poor Repub-¥ 
licans in Maryland, being a hope-} 
less minority _group, Senator, wer" 
know what it is to have thosey! 
Democrats get all that mone 
against us, and so we are 100 per- 
cent in favor of making a limit) 
to the money, so that minori 
parties, whether they be Repub- 
licans or Democrats, wherever they. 
are, can have a fair shake. ) 
Now I want to say this. I think) 
we've reached an all-time high, o 
rather I should say an all-time low) 
in the morals of our public officials 
in America today. “Righteousness 
exalteth a nation, but sin is aj 
reproach to any people. . . . Unless!) 
the Lord build the house, they 
labor in vain who build it.” 
Now I want to ask Senator 
Douglas this question. Senator) 
Douglas, do you believe that the), 
present administration, under which#, 
this unprecedented corruption has} 
developed and flourished, can mosti 
effectively clean up its own mess,/: 
or don’t you think they need a'} 
change like they had in Philadel-} 
phia and that a new broom can# 
do a better job? 


et 


Senator Douglas: That’s the sort’) 
of a question which I would ex-' 
pect a Republican governor to! 
ask. There is no doubt that the! 
Democratic party must assume \ 
some responsibility for the abuses } 
which have occurred. We would | 
take the credit for the sunshine, | 
and we must bear some responsi- | 
bility for the rain. That’s per-4 
fectly true. I would like to point | 
out, however, that the good gov- 
ernor was a little bit beside the} 
point when he said that this cor- i 

; 
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_tuption was unprecedented, be- 
-cause I remember the days of 
]) Warren Gamaliel Harding. (Ap- 
plause.) The governor may have 
| been too young to remember War- 
] ren Gamaliel Harding, but at that 
| time you may remember that the 
9) Secretary of the Interior went to 
]) jail for accepting a $100,000 bribe, 
_the Attorney-General was forced to 
]) resign in disgrace and nearly went 
| to jail, the head of the Veterans 
1. Administration committed suicide, 
yi and the Alien Enemy Property 
( Custodian, Cal Miller of Delaware, 
\ went to the Federal Penitentiary. 
k So it’s not unprecedented, and I 
ji may say that today it seems to be 
jk small stuff compared to the Hard- 
jing era. 

I would like to point out if I 
may that in the main it has been 
Democratic Senators and Congress- 
men who have exposed all of these 
evils; namely, Senator Hoey, Sen- 
stor Fulbright, with whom I had 
the honor to work, Congressman 
Hardy of Virginia, Congressman 
King. So far as I know, the only 
Republican who has been active, 
and he’s been doing a very good 
job, is Senator Williams of Dela- 
ware. 


Now about this new broom busi- 
ness. I want to know whether it 
really is a new broom, who is 
going to wield it, whether they’ll 
sweep the dirt out of the door or 


Mr. Denny: All right, thank you, 
enator Wiley. Now it’s time we 
ot out into the audience with the 
questions. 

_Man: Senator Wiley, what steps 
has Congress taken to implement 
Ithe recommendation of the Ke- 
fauver Committee? 


merely under the rug, and whether 
what will happen will not be a 
petty graft such as has happened, 
but big graft on a huge scale for 
the fat boys. That’s what I would 
like to know. (Applause) 


Mr. Denny: Senator Wiley, I 
believe you wanted to comment 
on that question. 


Senator Wiley: I want to bring 
to your attention, my good friends, 
the statement of a great Democrat 
of former days and see if it isn’t 
applicable as an answer to the 
question that was asked. Listen. 

“For one reason or another, even 
a wisely led political party, given 
a long tenure of office, finally fails 
to express any longer the will of 
the people; and when it does so 
fail to express the will of the 
people, it ceases to be an effective 
instrument of government. It is far 
better for such a political party, 
certainly better for the state, that 
it should be relegated to the role 
of critic and that the opposing 
political party should assume the 
reins of government. This condi- 
tion appears to have been arrived 
at in America.” President Roose- 
velt said that in 1932. I say it’s 
pertinent now, and I want to 
answer Senator Douglas and say 
that it was the Republicans who 
cleaned up that mess, now let the 
Democrats clean up their mess and 
they'll have something to shoot at. 


QUESTIONS, PLEASE! 


Senator Wiley: Well, V’ll have to 
do a little bit of thinking. We 
introduced as a result of our 
recommendations six or seven bills, 
and insofar as I know the Senate 
has taken no definite action in 
relation to any of them. They are 
still in committee. 


Man: Senator Douglas, do you 
think an Eisenhower victory in 
1952 will end corruption in the 
government? 


Senator Douglas: It’s well known 
that I have great personal admira- 
tion for General Eisenhower, but 
we need more than good men in 
the presidency. We also need a 
fundamental moral change in the 
community, and we also need 
some of these constructive meas- 


ures which I have suggested. 

‘Man: Senator Wiley, 
think the much publicized fraud 
and bribery among government of- 


do you 


ficials indicates a real increase in 
this kind of crime, or is it public- 
ized out of actual proportion? 


Senator Wiley: Vm very glad 
you asked that question. In my 
humble opinion, and I say it ad- 
visedly, while we have possibly 
2,200,000 in govern- 
ment, I think that the rascals are 
a very small percentage of one 


employees 


per cent; but just as the termites 
can get under a building—a very 
few of them—and start wrecking 
the institution, so it’s our job now, 
no matter how big or how many 
they are, or how few there are, 
to get rid of these termites that 
are really throwing the mud into 
our system here. 

Lady: 
percentage of officials proven cor- 
rupt were elected? 


Senator Douglas, what 


Senator Douglas: Well, so far as 
I know, very few of the people 
who have been found corrupt were 
chosen by the people. There have 
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been two or three cases in the 
House of Representatives. I think 
that’s about all. The majority of 
cases have not been people ap- 
pointed by the President, but peo- 
ple appointed by people whom the 
President has appointed. In other 
words, they are two or three de- 
grees removed from the President, 
not first degree removed. 


Man: This is directed to Senator 
Wiled or Senator Douglas. Can 
we honestly continue to tell our 
children that crime doesn’t pay in 
the face of present conditions? 


Wiley: That's a $64 
question, and my answer is yes. 


Senator 


Any man that sells his government 
short, he’s got a spark of con- 
science in there, and it gnaws at 
him. I’ve seen it, and I know what 
I’m ialking about. And the guy 
who gets his money by being a 
traitor to his 
that’s what he is—doesn’t remain 


government—and 


alive very long, nor does he live 
a very peaceful life. It doesn’t pay 


to sell your government short, 
(Applause ) 
Mr. Denny: Senator Douglas 


agrees with that. 


Man: Senator Douglas, assum- 
ing that public officials accused of 
accepting mink coats and other 
gifts are guilty, can they be prose- 
cuted under existing laws? 

Senator Douglas: I rather doubt 
it, because the connection cannot 
be proved between the gift re- 
ceived and the act performed. It 
will always be claimed that the 
gift is disassociated from the act 


of the official; therefore, I do not 
think these acts can be punished 
under the criminal laws. That is 
why I propose that we make them 
improper. They are not at present 
illegal, but they are improper, and 
|I would punish the impropriety 
| by dismissal from public office. 

| Lady: To Senator Douglas. 
‘ Should a public official who has 
(a position of trust, whose duty it 
iis to enforce laws, suffer the more 
severe punishment for accepting a 
‘bribe than the man who offers 
‘that bribe? 


Senator Douglas: Well, in my 
view they are equally guilty. I 
think it was a great abuse of jus- 
tice when Secretary Fall was con- 
victed of receiving a $100,000 
bribe from Mr. Doheny, but Mr. 
Doheny was acquitted of giving 
‘the $100,000 bribe. That was an 
abuse of justice. 


Man; This question is directed 
«ta Senator Wiley or Senator Doug- 
ilas. Is there any marked differ- 
ence in corruption in local gov- 
ernment where city managers have 
eeplaced politically elected may- 


ors? 


Senator Wiley: I would say that 
depends entirely upon the per- 
sonage of the manager, of the in- 
dividual. It goes down to that. 
is he a man of character. Is he a 
an of integrity? I think it was 
Thomas Jefferson, a good Demo-: 
‘rat, who said something to the 
“frect that government, the art of 
government, is the art of being 
onest. And that’s all there is in 
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city government or in federal goy- 
ernment. It’s to get men of in- 
tegrity, character and honesty to 
do the job. 

Mr. Denny: I think he wanted 
to know, have they got any figures 
about that to show that govern- 
ment is more efficient, or better 
run under the city manager plan 
than the mayor? Are there any 
statistics ? 

Senator Wiley: There may be; 
I have none. 

Mr. Denny: Senator Douglas, 
do you have any, or do you know 
anything about it? 

Senator Douglas: Well, I once 
served as an alderman on a city 
council, and my general observa- 
tion is that graft is diminished 
with the city manager plan; but it 
is not necessarily eliminated. When 
Kansas City was at its most cor- 
rupt, they operated under a city 
manager. 

Man: Senator Douglas, although 
this question has been touched on 
before this evening, perhaps you 
could give us a definite clear-cut 
answer yes or no. If the power to 
extend patronage were removed 
from the elected officials to the 


greatest degree possible, would 
corruption be appreciably de- 
creased ? 


Senator Douglas: The question 
is whether civil service wouldn’t 
eliminate corruption. Well, I 
would like to point out that in 
the case of the Internal Revenue 
Bureau, most of the men who have 
been guilty, apparently, of cor- 


ruption, were civil service em- 
ployees. Civil service is not an in- 
It 


corruption in certain lines, but I 


fallible remedy. may reduce 
don’t think we should go over- 
board in a universal endorsement 
of civil service for all positions. 


Man: Senator Wiley, Supreme 
Court Justice Jackson recently 
made the following statement: 


“Men are more often bribed by 
their prejudices and their ambi- 
tions than by money.” What can 
be done about this aspect of po- 
litical corruption? 


Wiley: By prejudices 
instead by money? Well, I suppose 


Senator 


that the average human being is 
fallible, but if he gets the right 
kind of training in the home, in 
the school, and he becomes a pub- 
lic official, like the judge, if he 
has prejudice he isn’t going to 
handle the matter; if he’s a good 
judge, he’s going to leave it go. 
So I think the thing to do is to 
that concept the 
mind of every public servant that 
it’s his job to handle the matter 


without prejudice, without favor, 
and with integrity. 


inculcate into 


Man: Senator Douglas, do you 
think we can interest enough dol- 
lar-a-year men to fill key positions 
in government who will frown on 
freezer and mink coat handouts? 


Senator Douglas: Well, ’'m not 
certain that that’s the remedy at 
all, to get one-dollar-a-year men. 
Sometimes the dollar-a-year men 
expose themselves to the tempta- 
tion of favoring the concerns that 
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are paying their salaries. I would 
say we need higher salaries for 
public that public 
service can be made a permanent 


officials, so 
career, and we should hold them 
responsible; but we shouldn’t de- 
pend upon volunteers permanently 
manning the public service. 


Man: Senator Wiley, do you 
think the adoption of the Hoover 
Report will tend to decrease or 
stop corruption in government? 
Are you in favor of this adop- 


tion? 


Senator Wiley: Well, I'm in fa- 
all of the 
Hoover recommendations. We've 
already had about 50 per cent of 
them, and as far as I know, there 
has 
Whether or not it will affect cor- 


vor of practically 


been practically no _ saving. 
ruption depends entirely first, on 
the character of the administrator 
who the job, and 
upon the people themselves who 


is handling 


expect favors what they’re go- 
ing to do to attempt to bribe gov- 
ernment. It’s a question again of 
honesty in the people who are in 


the transaction. 


Man: why 
hasn’t President Truman appointed 


Senator Douglas, 
a non-partisan commission to deal 
with the scandals in government? 


Senator Douglas: Well, I don’t 
know. I think he has had some 
difficulty in dealing in getting the 
proper personnel. Now I may say 
that the law in this matter is not 
certain. I’m not at all certain that 
the President has the power of 


subpoena and citation for con- 


tempt. I think he does not, and 
therefore cannot delegate it to any 
group. It’s possible that if he set 
up two men as assistant attorney- 
generals that they might have this 
power, but otherwise I think it 
would be very difficult for the 
President, in the absence of con- 
to give this 


gressional action, 


power. 

Man: Senator Wiley, this being 
a year of election, I would like to 
ask this question. What can the 
Republican party do more if they 
win the election than the Demo- 
crats? 

Senator Wiley: Throw the ras- 


cals out. 


Man: Senator Douglas, are the 
of corruption 
trivial 


recent disclosures 
in Washington 
compared to the billions congress 
voted to special interests in the 


“guise of depletion allowances, etc? 


relatively 


Senator Douglas: That’s a very 
good question. A lot of perfectly 
respectable people who don’t pass 
money get legislation to favor 
special interests and take hundreds 
of millions, and in some cases bil- 
lions of dollars, out of the public 
purse. It reminds me of a medie- 
val English verse that I should 
like to repeat: ‘““The law locks up 
the man or woman who steals the 
goose off the common, but lets 
the greater felon loose who steals 
the common from the _ goose.” 


(Applause) 


Man: JI have a question for Sen- 
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ator Wiley. Senator Wiley, the 
problem of corruption is an old 
one. Could you tell us what the 
Republican party has done prior 
to the present exposé to clear up 
this problem of corruption? 
Senator Wiley: Well, if I under- 
stand your question, it implies 
has the Republican party 
been able to do in the last 20 
years the Democrats have been in 
power creating this 
Well, I suppose the answer is that 
we've been trying to expose or get 


what 


corruption. 


out the criminal boils, in view of 
the fact that when I came to the 
Senate back in 39 there were only 
some 15 Republicans with very 
little or no power. I think that 
there are some very fine Demo- 
crats and some very fine Republi- 
cans who are interested in clean- 
ing the house, and that’s what we 
hope will be done; but I again say 
to you as was said from the floor, 
that it’s the job of the adminis- 
tration in power to clean the house 
just like Coolidge did when Fall 
and the rest of them went hay- 
wire. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you Senator 
Wiley and Senator Douglas. It 
seems that you both agree that the 
thing to do is throw the rascals 
out of either party if they are 
found corrupt, and you generally 
agree that what we need is more 
character and integrity on the part 
of the people in office as well as 


the American people. 
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DARKEST HOUR, we have been going down the 
GREATEST HOPE wrong toad. The giant may shake 
From a factual viewpoint we itself and go into action this elec- 


would say this is our darkest hour OM year. . 


yet—the Korean war which goes We should thank our stars that 
on endlessly with no hope of win- this is an election year and that 
ning or stopping . .. until we all have the opportunity to get 
may become as France is today, several fresh horses before we 


ineffectual because depleted of her cross any more streams. —I. C. 
young men; the growing inflation VioLET, Kansas City, Kansas. 
brought on by Government ex- 

travagance until we are on the OPTIMIST 


brink of bankruptcy; Communists I know I’m going to have a good 
in our midst and in the Govern- 1952, I intend to work for it and 
ment . . . corruption everywhere live for it, and a few downs aren't 
in high places, socialism increasing going to stop me from having ups. — 
here. —Mrkrs. B. R. Rypsom, Rockford, 


Yet in reality, there is more Illinois. 

hope now than a year ago! The 

sleeping giant that was America LET TIME TELL 

is now slowly stirring and gradu- From the beginning of this 
ally waking to the dangers of Nation up to present we have those 
Communism and socialism at home who have been prophesying calam- 
and abroad. Soon the country may ity and with it all, we are going 
be fully aroused and realize that forward. In my judgment the finest 
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| chapter in the American record is 
| what has taken place in the last 
few years—a record of which we 
| can be proud. How we could ex- 
pect to go through two devastating 
| wars and now a rearmament pro- 
| gram without having its effect 
upon our own standards is beyond 
me. And to be able to have butter 
and cannon at the same time is 
something for which we can all be 
grateful and proud. But of course 
when we have those who 


. 


feel discouraged, there is only one 
thing to do and that is to say ‘Let 
i time tell.” — ARMAND May, At- 
| tanta, Georgia. 


‘ SHARE A BETTER ’52 


I think Mr. Willkie, who pro- 
posed that we share our industrial 


know-how with the people who 
don’t have it, expressed the most 
important thought of the evening. 
When we keep it and become un- 
necessarily rich and powerful we 
just have to give it out as charity, 
which is bad for the receivers and 
makes us feel unjustly treated too. 
So why not let them learn from us 
and become self-supporting and 
keep their self-respect while they 
are doing it? The world cannot 
forever exist half slave and half 
free and the sooner we share our 
industrial experience the sooner 
will backward people gain the 
power to throw off the tyranny 
(which) now keeps them in 
slavery. — Mrs. A. C. Porrer, 


Phoenix, Arizona. 
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